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The staccato rattle of pot covers over an intense boil, 

the smell of burned sugar while simmering goat stew—

these are just some of the culinary sensations Kemar 

Keanu Wynter describes as foundational to his art 

making. The Brooklyn artist’s practice is tethered to a 

childhood in the kitchen with extended family. His lat-

est paintings feature mesmerizing washes of delectable 

color, creating a dazzling visual patois that is as much 

an abstraction of New York street food as an homage to 

his Jamaican roots.

“Kemar’s paintings are always titled after food, which 
is apt—viewing his work is consistently a nourishing 
experience” - Kyla McMillan

Fresh take: “There is no real distinction between the 

kitchen and the studio,” says Wynter, who was awarded 

an Anderson Ranch Arts Center fellowship in 2022. 

“Everything is learned by understanding the way a 

dish should look, smell, and sound.”

On view: Wynter’s latest solo show at Cuchifritos Gal-

lery + Project Space, within New York’s Essex Market, 

extends the artist’s appreciation of culinary culture. 

“The exhibition marks my reintroduction of restau-

rant ticket rails that hold customer receipts as a ma-

terial,” he says. “In previous bodies of work, I’ve used 

these rails as a method to hang handwritten passages 

of coded text that complement my paintings.”


